
Rome, 5th June 2017 

Mr Sam Ramsamy, 

FINA Vice President 

CANA President 

 

Dear Sam, 

Thank you for your email. 

I see that you insist on demanding clarifications with regards to the article which appeared 

on the "Inside the Game" (ITG) website on May 6th 2017, and about which I have already 

given you my comments. 

 

You now also mention some complaints which you claim to have apparently received from   

Members of the African Continent. 

 

As you are very well aware, the article indicated refers to my letter addressed to the LEN 

Member Federations. I know you have obtained a copy of my letter, and, consequently, you 

could have easily verified yourself that I never passed any comment with regards to any 

National Federation, let alone about any one from Africa. 

 

The only comment I passed about Africa (and Asia) is, as you know, regarding the 

increments which have taken place in the past and which are foreseeable in the future, to 

the number of the FINA Bureau members from these two Continents. May I remind you that 

meanwhile no change has been made or is foreseen for the other Continents (America, 

Europe and Oceania). 

 

Having said this, I acknowledge that the title of the article you mention is truly misleading. 

This does not reflect neither the content of the article itself, nor the content of my letter, of 

which, I repeat, you have a copy. 

 

It is for this reason, and in order to show how transparently I want to treat this matter, that I 

will myself share with all CANA (Confédération Africaine de Natation) Member Federations 

and with the journalist of the article a copy of this letter. In this way I will enable people to 

be in an informed position to draw their own conclusions. In all honesty, I do not really 

understand why you are trying to manipulate its’ content, especially using an article the 

author of which I never spoke too. 

 

My friendship with the CANA Federations is very strong, and continues to be based on 

reciprocal respect and cooperation. 

 

Rather than speculating on inexistent and false facts regarding a “European letter” you 

would be better off addressing of the real problems you should be concerned with as CANA 

President. You have been a member of IOC and FINA for a long time. Hence, why don't you 

ask yourself if you are really doing everything possible to ensure the development of 

Aquatics within the African Continent. 

 



You are certainly aware that FINA has for some time achieved a very strong financial 

standing. This has resulted from the attraction of strong sponsors who we thank for their 

support, the holding of successful events and the leading Federations who, with their 

exceptional athletes, guarantee the outstanding image of FINA. 

 

Have you ever proposed to FINA or demanded the allocation of financial contributions for 

the development of aquatic activities in Africa? Have you ever asked for 1 Million $ per year 

to be used in favour of your Member Federations for development programs? With a 

$1,000,000 contribution it would be indeed possible…if you think about it. I am sure you 

would see it could be achievable. 

 

FINA needs to define clear criteria and give economic support to the developing Federations 

all around the globe. There are many Federations in Africa, just as there are others in the 

other Continental Organizations that could benefit immensely from significant economic 

support. Just imagine how many athletes could enjoy our disciplines in Africa would their 

Federations be granted annual economic assistance. I strongly encourage you making this 

vision your own. 

 

This should have always been a top priority commitment for both you and FINA. 

Unfortunately, you have completely missed this opportunity. It is in the interest of the 

worldwide Aquatic Family to invest in who wants to grow. FINA must drive without 

hesitation, also economically, the development of emerging countries. 

 

I guarantee that my vision is to favour development. It is one of the basic principles which I 

will be stressing upon as part of my manifesto as candidate for the Presidency of FINA. Of 

course this must be done whilst giving adequate support to the leading federations in all 

aquatic disciplines. 

 

I therefore invite you to dedicate your efforts to these important matters leveraging on the 

high positions you have held for so long in the world of sport. 

 

With my best regards, 

 

 

 

 
 

Paolo Barelli 

President 

 

LEN (Ligue Européenne de Natation) 

FIN (Italian Swimming Federation) 

 


