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Kuwait’s Husain Al-Musallam, regarded as the right-hand man of Olympics and soccer powerbroker 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, is the latest senior sports leader to be implicated in the Fifa 
corruption scandal, following the resignation of Sheikh Ahmad from his soccer roles on Sunday. 

Al-Musallam (pictured) is the first vice-president of FINA, the international swimming federation, 
as well as director general of the Olympic Council of Asia (of which Sheikh Ahmad is president) and 
vice-chairman (international relations) of the Kuwait Football Association. 

He had been regarded as a likely successor to FINA president Julio Maglione at an election 
scheduled for later this year. 

Al-Musallam is identifiable as so-called ‘co-conspirator No 3’ in a US Department of Justice 
indictment in the long-running Fifa corruption case (Sheikh Ahmad is ‘co-conspirator No 2’). 

Sheikh Ahmad, who has strongly denied any wrongdoing, stepped down from all of his soccer posts 
saying “I do not want these allegations to create divisions or distract attention from the upcoming 
AFC and FIFA Congresses.” 

Ahmad had been identified in US court documents as being involved in the bribery case of Fifa’s 
audit and compliance committee member Richard Lai, who last week pleaded guilty to wire fraud 
conspiracy charges, according to US prosecutors, who said he had accepted nearly $1 million in 
bribes. 

Asked by the UK’s Times newspaper about Al-Musallam’s involvement, the OCA said in a 
statement: “The OCA has been surprised by the allegations of illegal payments allegedly made to 
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Richard Lai. The OCA strongly deny any wrongdoing and has asked the OCA ethics committee to 
carry out a full review.” 

Lai admitted to receiving bribes from “a faction of soccer officials in the AFC region” and went on to 
help “officials in that faction identify other officials in the AFC to whom they should offer bribes. 
The goal of this scheme was for the faction to gain control of the AFC and influence Fifa,” according 
to a court statement. 

Court documents list four unnamed co-conspirators in the case. 

As well as heading the OCA, Sheikh Ahmad is president of the Association of National Olympic 
Committees, a member of the International Olympic Committee, president of the Asian Handball 
Federation and honorary president of the Kuwait Football Association. 

Sheikh Ahmad has said that he is withdrawing from Sunday’s election in Bahrain to decide Asian 
representatives on Fifa Council, where he currently has a seat. 

Fifa’s ethics committee is assessing whether to provisionally suspend Sheikh Ahmad, who has also 
contacted the IOC’s ethics commission about the allegations against him. 

The IOC said in a statement that the allegations were not related to any IOC matter, while a ‘senior 
Olympic insider’ was quoted as saying: “There have been checks and the Sheikh is OK.” 

The allegations come against a background of a long-running internecine political power struggle 
within Kuwait, which has resulted in the suspension of the country’s national Olympic committee 
and soccer association by the IOC and Fifa, respectively, amid claims of government interference. 
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