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One of the most senior figures in world swimming has been implicated in the Fifa corruption 
scandal, it can be revealed. 

Husain Al-Musallam, the first vice-president of Fina, the international swimming federation, has 
been effectively identified in a US department of justice indictment as a co-conspirator who 
allegedly paid bribes to a football official, Richard Lai, from Guam. 

Al-Musallam also has an influential Olympic role and is the right-hand man to Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad Al-Sabah, a Fifa council member who resigned from his football positions on Sunday after 
being identified as co-conspirator No 2 in the indictment. 

The indictment also states that co-conspirator No 3 was “a high-ranking official of the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) and an official of the Kuwait Football Association (KFA)”. That is believed to 
refer to Al-Musallam, who is director general of the OCA and vice-chairman (international 
relations) of the KFA, and had been viewed as likely to become the president of Fina in 2019. 

Asked about Al-Musallam’s involvement, the OCA said in a statement: “The OCA has been surprised 
by the allegations of illegal payments allegedly made to Richard Lai. The OCA strongly deny any 
wrongdoing and has asked the OCA ethics committee to carry out a full review.” 

The allegations follow last week’s court appearance by Lai, a Fifa audit committee member. Lai 
pleaded guilty to wire fraud conspiracy charges related to taking about $1 million (£775,000) in 
bribes. The court heard that this included at least $850,000 from Kuwaiti officials, senior figures on 
the OCA, to buy influence and help recruit other Asian soccer officials. 
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The indictment states that from 2009 to 2014 Lai received at least $770,000 in “wire transfers from 
accounts in Kuwait controlled by co-conspirator No 3 or his assistants at the OCA”. The IOC and 
Fina did not respond when contacted. 
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